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Curiously enough, no serious attempt has been made
to ·write a book on the geographical and historical
background of the Qur'll.n with a view to proving
the authenticity of the Qur'lnic accounts and refuting
the unjustified criticisms that have been levelled by
the missionaries of non-Muslim faiths against the
Qur'an. The only solitary exception is my learned

teacher • Allll.mah Sayyid Sulaiman N ad vi's Jty4..;ul-
Quy'an, in Urdu, published in 1915, which is based

on the most authoritative and reliable sources. For
my part I had long cherished the desire to write a

book on the subject in English for the English-know-
ing public. But after a careful consideration I came

to the conclusion that I could not do better than
assimilate the contents of that book and supplement
them by extracts and quotations from other sources
that have since come to light.
The most difficult task in respect of ancient history ·
is the fixing of periods and identification of names.
Hence some principles should be borne in mind.

A. Fixation of Time. It is essential froin the view-
point of modern history that periods of different

peoples and tribes of Arabia should be ascertained.
But the difficulty is that, so far as ancient history of


Arabia is concerned, we have three sources of infor-
mation only, and they are inadequate. These are : · (i) The Old Testament, which is marked by its

brevity and lack of details.
(ii) Arabian traditions, which do not mention dates.
(tii) Engraved tablets and monuments, which help

us to know the dates of the dt>aths and con-
quests of some Arab 11 onarchs only.. .
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